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§200.410

§200.410 Collection of wunallowable
costs.

Payments made for costs determined
to be unallowable by either the Federal
awarding agency, cognizant agency for
indirect costs, or pass-through entity,
either as direct or indirect costs, must
be refunded (including interest) to the
Federal Government in accordance
with instructions from the Federal
agency that determined the costs are
unallowable unless Federal statute or
regulation directs otherwise. See also
Subpart D—Post Federal Award Re-
quirements of this part, §§200.300 Stat-
utory and national policy requirements
through 200.309 Period of performance.

§200.411 Adjustment of previously ne-
gotiated indirect (F&A) cost rates
containing unallowable costs.

(a) Negotiated indirect (F&A) cost
rates based on a proposal later found to
have included costs that:

(1) Are unallowable as specified by
Federal statutes, regulations or the
terms and conditions of a Federal
award; or

(2) Are unallowable because they are
not allocable to the Federal award(s),
must be adjusted, or a refund must be
made, in accordance with the require-
ments of this section. These adjust-
ments or refunds are designed to cor-
rect the proposals used to establish the
rates and do not constitute a reopening
of the rate negotiation. The adjust-
ments or refunds will be made regard-
less of the type of rate negotiated (pre-
determined, final, fixed, or provi-
sional).

(b) For rates covering a future fiscal
year of the non-Federal entity, the un-
allowable costs will be removed from
the indirect (F&A) cost pools and the
rates appropriately adjusted.

(c) For rates covering a past period,
the Federal share of the unallowable
costs will be computed for each year
involved and a cash refund (including
interest chargeable in accordance with
applicable regulations) will be made to
the Federal Government. If cash re-
funds are made for past periods covered
by provisional or fixed rates, appro-
priate adjustments will be made when
the rates are finalized to avoid dupli-
cate recovery of the unallowable costs
by the Federal Government.

2 CFR Ch. Il (1-1-16 Edition)

(d) For rates covering the current pe-
riod, either a rate adjustment or a re-
fund, as described in paragraphs (b) and
(c) of this section, must be required by
the cognizant agency for indirect costs.
The choice of method must be at the
discretion of the cognizant agency for
indirect costs, based on its judgment as
to which method would be most prac-
tical.

(e) The amount or proportion of unal-
lowable costs included in each year’s
rate will be assumed to be the same as
the amount or proportion of unallow-
able costs included in the base year
proposal used to establish the rate.

DIRECT AND INDIRECT (F&A) COSTS

§200.412 Classification of costs.

There is no wuniversal rule for
classifying certain costs as either di-
rect or indirect (F&A) under every ac-
counting system. A cost may be direct
with respect to some specific service or
function, but indirect with respect to
the Federal award or other final cost
objective. Therefore, it is essential
that each item of cost incurred for the
same purpose be treated consistently
in like circumstances either as a direct
or an indirect (F&A) cost in order to
avoid possible double-charging of Fed-
eral awards. Guidelines for determining
direct and indirect (F&A) costs charged
to Federal awards are provided in this
subpart.

§200.413 Direct costs.

(a) General. Direct costs are those
costs that can be identified specifically
with a particular final cost objective,
such as a Federal award, or other inter-
nally or externally funded activity, or
that can be directly assigned to such
activities relatively easily with a high
degree of accuracy. Costs incurred for
the same purpose in like circumstances
must be treated consistently as either
direct or indirect (F&A) costs. See also
§200.405 Allocable costs.

(b) Application to Federal awards.
Identification with the Federal award
rather than the nature of the goods and
services involved is the determining
factor in distinguishing direct from in-
direct (F&A) costs of Federal awards.
Typical costs charged directly to a
Federal award are the compensation of
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